
 

500 West Mulberry Street 
Lebanon, OH 45036

January 10, 2021 
Holy Family Sunday

Pastor: Fr. Tien Le 
Cell Phone: (209) 499-2349 

Email: apostolustle@gmail.com

Parish Web Site: 
StThereseCMRI.org

Affiliated Congregation: 
CMRI.org

Sacraments & Sacramentals 

Saint Therese the Little Flower 
Roman Catholic Church

More Information can be found 
on our web site: 

StThereseCMRI.org

Confessions 
Confessions are typically heard before 
all Masses: 30 minutes before weekday 
Masses and as noted in the bulletin on 
Sundays. 

Baptism 
Baptisms are by appointment. At least 
one parent as well as the sponsor(s) 
must be practicing traditional Roman 
Catholics. For further information 
please phone Father for arrangements. 

Confirmation 
The Sacrament of Confirmation is 
administered every year by Bp. Mark 
Pivarunas, CMRI. 

Holy Matrimony 
If you are contemplating marriage, 
please make an appointment to speak 
with Father before setting a date. 

Blessing of Expectant Mothers 
2nd Sunday of the month immediately 
following Holy Mass. 

Funerals 
Simply call Father before calling the 
funeral director. Father will help you 
make all the necessary arrangements. 

Last Rites and Sick Calls 
Father serves a wide area and must often 
travel far to administer these 
sacraments. Please do not put off making 
arrangements until the last moment. Let 
us know if a church member is sick, 
hospitalized, or in danger of death. 

Mass Intentions 
Envelopes for Mass requests are available 
in the vestibule. Please request particular 
dates for Masses at least one month in 
advance. 

First Holy Communion 
First Holy Communions will typically be 
made once a year. 

Blessing of Religious Articles  
Every Sunday immediately following Holy 
Mass. Just come to the altar rail.

St. Therese the Little Flower Catholic Church 
TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS



 Epiphany Customs 
adapted from the Handbook of Christian Feasts and Customs 

by Fr. Francis X. Weiser, S.J. (1958), pp. 148-149 

PROCLAMATION OF FEASTS -  

One of the special traditions connected with Epiphany was the publication on January 6 of the annual 
letter of the patriarch of Alexandria announcing the date of Easter for the current year (epistola festalis). 
The scholars of Alexandria were considered most competent to make the difficult computations and 
observations necessary to determine this date, and thus the whole East followed their findings, which 
were sent to all churches by the patriarch. In the sixth century, the fourth Council of Orleans (541) 
ordered the same procedure in the West. During the Middle Ages the dates of other movable feasts used 
to be added to the date of Easter and be solemnly read to the people on Epiphany Day. This ancient 
custom is still observed in some cathedrals as a traditional solemnity on January 6 at the end of 
pontifical Mass. With the introduction of modern calendars the announcing of the Easter date and other 
feasts has been discontinued. 

SOLEMN BLESSING OF WATER -  

With the commemoration of Christ’s baptism there was associated in the Orient from ancient times not 
only the custom of blessing baptismal water in the churches but also of solemnly blessing a nearby river 
or fountain in honor of the Lord’s baptism. In Palestine it was the Jordan, of course, that received this 
blessing in a most colorful and solemn ceremony. Thousands of pilgrims would gather on its shores to 
step into the water after the rite, submerging three times to obtain the great blessing. In Egypt the Nile 
was thus blessed for many centuries…. 

In the cities of East Rome [Byzantium], Epiphany water was blessed in the church and given to the 
people to take home. Saint John Chrysostom claimed that this water was known to stay fresh through 
the whole year and even longer.  

The Russians and other Slavs of the Greek Rite [Byzantine rite] observe the “blessing of water” on the 
twenty-fifth day after Easter (always a Wednesday) which they call “Mid-Pentecost.” Priests and people 
walk in procession to a well or river, the water is solemnly blessed, and the faithful fetch a good supply 
to keep during the year. 

In the Latin Church this blessing of water was introduced in the fifteenth century. The present rite of 
solemn blessing is to be performed on the vigil of Epiphany. The prayers, replacing older formulas, date 
from the year 1890. After the texts of the blessing the Roman ritual gives the following instruction: “This 
blessed water should be distributed to the faithful, to be devoutly used by them in their homes, and also 
for the sick ones.” 

BLESSING OF HOMES -  

The Roman ritual also provides a beautiful and impressive rite of blessing the homes of the faithful on 
the Feast of the Epiphany. This blessing is usually given by the pastor. After reciting the Magnificat, the 
priest sprinkles the rooms with holy water and incenses them, then recites the prayers. Here, in English 
translation, is the actual prayer of blessing: 

Bless, O Lord, almighty God, this house, that therein be found good health, chastity, the power of 
spiritual victory, humility, goodness and meekness, the plenitude of the Law, and thanksgiving to God, 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit: and may this blessing remain on the house and on its inhabitants. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

After the blessing the initials of the legendary names of the Magi — Caspar, Melchior, Baltasar — are 
written with white chalk on the inside of the door, framed by the number of the year, and all symbols are 
connected by the cross: 20 + C + M + B + 21. To sanctify even the chalk for this writing, there is a 
special “Blessing of Chalk on the Feast of the Epiphany” in the ritual. 

— January is the Month of the Holy Name of Jesus —

Mass Schedule & Liturgical Calendar 
Sunday, Jan. 10 - Holy Family Sunday (First Sunday after Epiphany; St. William, BC) 
  7:30 am Confessions (until 7:50) 
  8:00 am Low Mass (In honor of the Holy Family and for the needs & intentions of the W. Pivarunas family) 
  9:20 am Confessions (until 9:50) 
10:00 am Low Mass (Pro Populo) 

Monday, Jan. 11 - Ferial Day (St. Hyginus, PM) 
No Mass at St. Therese’s 

Tuesday, Jan. 12 - Ferial Day (St. Aelred, Ab) 
7:30 am Low Mass (In honor of the Holy Family and for the needs and intentions of the W. Pivarunas family) 

Wednesday, Jan. 13 - Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
7:30 am Low Mass (In honor of the Holy Family and for the needs and intentions of the W. Pivarunas family) 

Thursday, Jan. 14 - St. Hilary, BCD (St. Felix, PrM) 
7:30 am Low Mass (In honor of the Holy Family and for the needs and intentions of the W. Pivarunas family) 

Friday, Jan. 15 - Our Lady of Prompt Succor (St. Paul, Hermit, C; St. Maurus, Ab) 
7:30 am Low Mass (Poor Souls in Purgatory) 

Saturday, Jan. 16 - Our Lady’s Saturday (St. Marcellus I, PM) 
8:30 am Low Mass (Thanksgiving in honor of St. Jude and St. Joseph by Angelica Rios) 

Sunday, Jan. 17 - Second Sunday after Epiphany (St. Anthony, Ab) 
  7:30 am Confessions (until 7:50) 
  8:00 am Low Mass (Thanksgiving in honor of St. Jude and St. Joseph by Angelica Rios) 
  9:20 am Confessions (until 9:50) 
10:00 am Low Mass (Pro Populo) 

Announcements 
The Epiphany Home Blessing can still be received until Jan. 13 inclusive. 
Please contact Fr. Le at (209) 499-2349 if interested. Having one’s home 
blessed brings graces and blessings upon the household. 

For those who choose not to have their homes blessed, please take (break 
off) a piece of blessed chalk available near the Christmas crib display, 
and inscribe the characters 20 + C + M + B + 21 on top of the entrance of 
the doors that lead outside. 

Epiphany water is more powerful than ordinary holy water because of 
the extensive prayers that are attached to it, among them two forms of 
exorcism prayers. It takes 45 minutes to bless Epiphany water, about as 
long as offering Holy Mass. 

Fr. Francisco Radecki, CMRI, has just published a new book, entitled Historic Conflicts. In 87 pages, 
Father briefly sketches the major wars and battles of human history. Plenty of copies of this educational 
work are available in our book store, and they sell for $15 a piece. If paying by check, please make 
payable to St. Therese’s Church. Please see Mario Derksen for any questions. 

This year the pre-Lenten season of Septuagesima begins on Sunday, Jan. 31.

Last Sunday 
(1/3/21) 

Attendance: 27+45 
Collection: $769.10 

Circumcision 

Attendance: 28+45 
Collection: $395.00


